Carol Rice (CR) chat with Ethel Lacourse (EL) about the Norway Grange #45, that she knows a lot about, and her years at SAD 17. 
Conducted August 13, 2024, at Market Square Health Care Center.
See transcriber notes at the end of the document.

Key words:  Ethel Lacourse, Grange, SAD 17

CR: When did you join the Grange?
EL: Oh boy.  It had to be back in 19--I was, I joined the Norway Lake at that, what was the name of that one that disbanded--Frederick Robbie. I joined there the first couple of years and then I came to Norway, but I joined originally in ’45, the fall of ’45. 
CR: So, that was at Frederick Robbie?
EL: Yeah. 
CR: And that one, is that one still going?
EL: No.  That, that just disbanded years ago. 
CR: That's what I thought, because it… but the building I think is still? 
EL:  Probably, because it went from Norway Lake to Otisfield. 
CR: Yeah, I think it's on the Gore Road, yeah. 
EL: Yes. 
CR: And why did you join the Grange, of all things to join in those years?
EL:  I don't know we just decided as a family that we wanted to belong.  I lived on a farm and that was agriculture and….
CR: And so did your folks join at the same time or they were already .. 
EL: No.
CR:  They were already members?
EL: No, they didn’t join. 
CR: They never joined? 
EL: No.
CR: But you and your brother were pretty active.
EL: Yeah, yeah. 
CR:  And so he must have joined …he, he was younger, right?
 EL: Yeah. 
CR: So, he must have joined…did you join when you were 14? …or what, what was the rule then?’
EL: We didn't have Junior Grange so it had to be yuh 14.  Yeah, yeah.  I was born in ‘29 so it was ’45. 
CR:  Yup and Lyman joined probably when he was 14? 
EL: Yeah, yeah.
CR:  …coming right along.
EL: Yeah.
CR:  Did your friends go to the Grange?
EL: No, but I made a lot of friends from being there.
CR:  So, there were a lot of other young people?
EL: Not really.  We was not famous for junior members.
CR:  OK, and… But you're still involved. You're still a member. 
EL: I'm still a member but I don't go anymore because I just can't go out at night.  I get too tired.
CR:  Well, but you, you did go until a couple… you know, a few years ago… a couple of years ago? 
EL: Donna and Tim Pike used to pick me up to come to the meetings.
CR: Yup.
EL: But I finally gave up two or three months ago because there's just too much.
CR: No, it's quite understandable.
EL: I go out in the morning but see I can't drive anymore and I'm in assisted living for good now. They won't let me go home because I've got compression in my whole back.  I have to have muscle rub every once in a while.  When it pains me so much, I tell them I need help.
CR: Yes.  … and, and don't delay.  Do tell them.
EL:  Oh, I do, I'll tell you.  It's tough getting old.
CR: Absolutely. I don't like it and I'm younger than you are,  but I'm I'm trying to catch up.
EL: Oh, I’ll tell you. I can’t believe I'll be 95 this year.  Nobody else believes that either.  Oh dear. 
CR:  So what are some of your earliest memories of going to the Grange meetings?
EL: Well, I used to like it… We had three-point meetings a lot. Three Granges would get together and we’d go to different Granges. And then I was the deputy… oh, my God I'd forgotten all about that ‘till I was looking at my records at home. 
CR: You were the deputy?
EL: I was the deputy ‘fox’ of Pomona. 
CR:  Oh. 
EL: I had to go visit all the Granges and make sure they was OK.
CR: Tell me about the structure of the Grange, ‘cause you’ve mentioned Pomona and three-point meetings and… each Grange was its own organization? 
EL: Oh, yes.  Well, I think in Oxford County there was 12 to 14. I had, matter of fact, I got stuff at home that would tell me because I saved the books every year--the roster that came out, that told all the Granges in the State and one in each County and who the Master and the secretary was and when they met.  …was really, and I saved all of that.  
CR: Well, maybe someday the Historical Society will look at that. 
EL: And I just, I keep after my poor daughter to bring stuff and she, 
CR: Well… 
EL: She has a fit.
CR: Well, I think what she told me was that she wanted to go through things and make sure that the family had what they wanted.  
EL: Oh, yeah then in October when Stephie comes from South Carolina… 
CR: Yeah, yeah. 
EL:  ….but the Grange stuff, you know, I got those in the corner.  
CR: Yeah.
EL: Yeah, it’s changed a lot, you know, and I'll never forget because I took the Pomona right away.
CR: How does the Pomona fit in with the Granges? 
EL: See that's the next degree up.
CR: OK, so the Grange has how many degrees? 
EL:   Four.  Then there is the 5th degree, Pomona, then the sixth is State umm and then the 7th is National.  And right off and I don't know if it was ‘47 or ‘48 that I went to Portland and took the sixth and 7th degrees.  There was 77 of us.  And I'll never forget it--taking the national degree in the State because that's what you do. 
CR: And what does a degree mean to somebody who doesn't know what that means? 
EL: Well, it's just a higher up order and you do different things you know, than you do locally.
CR:  But you go through some process with each of these degrees? 
EL: You have to take the degree and... and …
CR:  And does the whole Grange participate in that or… 
EL: Oh, yeah.  The Grange is what does it, you know.  The State people would do the State degree then the National would do the National. 
CR: And for somebody who has never joined the Grange what does that kind of mean to even take the first degrees at the local level?  Do you swear an oath?  Do you… 
EL: Oh, yeah. Oh yeah,  you do. Yeah. 
CR: And then you get accepted into the Grange? 
EL: And this is sort of religious. Matter of fact I always kept saying to myself, of course I turned Catholic for my husband, and I swear that some of the original Grangers must have been really religious.  Some of that stuff makes me think of church so I think that had a lot to do with it. 
CR: Well, you know, you gotta have a lot of faith to be a farmer. 
EL: Oh, yeah. Of course, at the meeting, you always open the Bible and, you know, have prayers and stuff so it's, it's really nice. Yeah.
CR: And so you did, you did the degrees for the local Grange. 
EL Right. 
CR:  And then you did Pomona, which is how… 
EL: They used to go around and meet at each Grange once a month 
CR: And how many, was there just one Pomona?
EL: Oh, yeah, Oxford Pomona for Oxford County, 
CR: For Oxford County.
EL: There was one for each county. 
CR: Then, then there's a State Grange. 
EL: So, the State’s for any member. 
CR: And did the Pomona representatives also, did they have a meeting? 
EL: Oh, yeah, once a month and instead of meeting in a special place like I said they'd meet at each Grange Hall once a month.  They made the rounds. 
CR: So, when attendance was taken, they were, they were counted separately from the…. 
EL:  Well, if you went to Oxford Pomona, they took an attendance-- how many from Norway, how many from South Paris, how many from each Grange. Yeah, there used to be a good turnout but in the later years it's kind of faded away. 
CR:  Well, I think every community organization has noticed that, so ….
EL:  But they are still meeting at Norway because recently they had a meeting.  I can’t remember just when, yeah, it was last month they had a meeting.  Like I said, I don't even go to the regular ones anymore.
CR: Yeah, but you were the representative for Oxford County Pomona.
EL: Yeah, the deputy, yeah. 
CR: So, you went to all the Granges in Oxford County? 
EL: Yup, yup, yup.
CR: And what, what years did you serve as that? 
EL: Oh my God, I'd have to look at my records at home.  It was oh, back….
CR:  … a while… 
EL:  I'm sure it was in the 50s or 60s, I mean, I yeah… 
CR:  And what positions did you hold in the Norway Grange?
EL: I was Master. I've been Lady Assistant Steward, that was what I was at first, and then I was overseer—no, I mean I was Ceres--and I was Treasurer and then of course, the one I gave up, Secretary.  I’d had that 41 years in a row and I gave that up this year. 
CR: And who took that on? 
EL: Tina, was it Tina Thurston? I think was the one that took it yeah.
CR: So now it's up to her. 
EL: You know, yeah, I'm not so sure she kept it and maybe Donna Pike ended up with it.  
CR: Oh, I think Donna Pike is now.
EL: Donna finally ended up with it.  
CR: Yeah. 
EL: Because Tina didn't like it after she took it.  Yeah, no.  My picture’s on the wall up in the hall; I was Master back in the 50s--I think it was ’53 or‘54, two years.   
CR: So, what are the kinds of offices in the Grange? You mentioned Lady Assistant Steward and Ceres.
EL:  Yeah, see there's the Master and then there's the Overseer and …
CR: What is the, what is the Master---kind of in charge?
EL:   The Master’s the one that conducts the meeting and takes over. And the Overseer is the next one in line and then with the Overseer are the two assistants, the Lady Assistant and Assistant--male and female—sitting at each side of the Overseer and then at the door  is the Gatekeeper and the Steward and then you come up and there is the Lecturer and then you come down to the corner and there is the Secretary-Treasurer in the middle the Ceres, Pomona and Flora are the three lady officers and then to the right you got Master and then sitting beside of the Master are the 3 Executive Committee people. With time on the executive committee, I still am…  make decisions.  They call and ask me if I'm for it or against it, which is fine; and then below the Executives is the Chaplain and that ends it there with the Chaplin.   And then you come down around to where the Overseer and Assistant and Lady Assistant…
CR: So, what is, what is the Overseer and the Lady Assistant and and the Assistant Steward--what do they do?
EL: Well, when they, when you open the meeting and the Master opens the meeting and the Overseer has a charge.  The Lady Assistant and Assistant open the Bible and of course I used to play the piano all the time to open the Bible and then they present the flag and we always sang Star Spangle Banner and then after you have opened the meeting official, then the secretary reads the minutes of the last meeting and then they conduct the business. Of course, Christine Hebert has had it for years—Master—bless her heart.  Nobody else wants it. So, I don't know, honest, it is kind of falling apart.
CR:  Well, I think they got a few new members. 
EL: Yes, they did.  Yeah, I think it was eight or ten. yeah, yeah, that they finally got, which is good.
CR: It is, yeah, yeah. 
EL: Because they need at least seven for meet a meeting and you couldn’t meet unless you have 7 people.  And the last I knew, the last of my going, we used to have 14 to 20 people which is good.  And of course, during every meeting they had Lecturer’s program which is always good. Yeah.  
CR: And so you had many of the the offices,  I mean stations of the roles and responsibilities
EL: Yes, that’s right.
CR: And you also went to State Grange. 
EL: Oh, yeah--every year.  The last year I went was 2012 and I've got the coaster that we was given with the date and Rockland Maine. I'll never forget having to drive way down there.  Oh I said this is it for me and I never went again. 2012 was Rockland, Maine.  That was the last State Grange I went to. 
CR: You must have met a lot of the State Masters over the years in State Grange. 
EL: Nicki Huff was in State Grange.  She sends me cards all the time and her husband and some of the others remember me because they mentioned it you know and always ask Christine about me, about me. Yeah. Now, there was some goodies and… 
CR: What were some of the things that, the you know, activities, that the Grange did that you really enjoyed over the years? I mean were there get togethers, you know like dances at the Grange Hall? Were there… 
EL: Yeah, they used to.  What was that in the spring or what, was sort of that dance that used to come there?  I can't think what it was and they was gonna do it again this year but they cancelled because of the weather. 
CR: Oh, when, what like Mellie Dunham? 
EL:  Yes… yeah…. Yes, yes. 
CR:  But did the Grange halls also host like Friday night dances, or anything like that that you went to as a younger person? 
EL:  Yeah, it was but as time went on things kind of faded away, which is not…  
CR: But that, but that's what was going on back in the day, I think.
EL: Yeah, there's nothing like it used to be.
CR: ‘Cause I think, I think even mom and dad met at a Grange dance and 
EL: Oh, yeah.  We used to be in Norway. I remember your folks so well. Oh yeah, they were there then, there were Vern and Ruth Knightly and….
CR: I just saw Ruth Knightly a couple of weeks ago.
EL: Did you, really?
CR: Yes.
EL:  Yes, and the Emersons.  Yeah, there's some old timers and there’s pictures in the hall of the ones that there was two or three in the family, which is good. 
CR: And the Grange, was the Grange involved in community service kinds of activities? 
EL: Yeah we used to make a lot of donations to umm yeah, oh yeah, you know and of course we always had and they still have, what does she have? … ticket auction, once or twice a year to make money and she does good on that. 
CR: …and is that Chris?
EL:   Chris, yeah. 
CR: Chris yeah. 
EL: Christine yes you know she's very active; it's really good. 
CR:   I looked through my treasure trove and I think…. is this Pomona or is this Grange? There's a lot of you there. (I'm showing Ethel a picture of a lot of people dressed in white dresses)
EL: That had to be the degree team. 
CR: Oh, I'm sure that's what it was.
EL: Yup.  Ceres, Pomona, Flora Overseer, Assistant Steward, Lady Assistant, Treasurer.  I was Treasurer at that time. Quite an outfit.   Oh God it's amazing to think how many of those people are gone. 
CR:  …and there are a few that we don't think we know the names of but I'll I'll ask you to maybe look at that when we finish.
EL: Right. 
CR:  The other… One other thing that I remember from the Grange a lot is the Grange exhibits at the fairs.
EL: Yes, yes’
CR:  You always did ….you always do that back in the day… 
EL: I didn't get involved in that but a lot of them did and they… matter of fact there's a couple of things hanging in the hallway.  Christine, they went in recent years and got a couple ribbons. 
CR: Umm, always good to go… 
EL:  Oh, yeah. 
CR: … always good to win at the fair 
EL: Back then they had so many members that really had farm material you know.  They had canned stuff and they baked goods and have all kinds of farming, which is what it's all about—agriculture… 
CR: I thought you might find these pictures from a parade…  (showing pictures from a Norway Grange float in a parage)  
EL:  Oh…. 
CR: Amusing…
EL: … and one year we had a float. 
CR:  And do you remember what year that was?
EL:  Oh, not really.
CR:  ….or even close?
EL: I’ve got the history at home of it.  
CR: But I think one of them we wrote on the back but there was a float in the street but it must not, it must have been the 100th anniversary maybe of the Grange?
EL: I don't know,  could have been ..yeah, yeah, probably was. 
CR: ‘cause it wouldn't have been the 50th? 
EL: It would have been 1974 cause the Grange was established in 1874 and (garbled…).   
CR: Maybe that was… 
EL: And I think my daughter had a lot to do with it that year. I'll never forget it because I thought--that's a lot of work.
CR:   All of those things are.
EL:  Yeah, they still belong but they, they haven't been active 
CR:  Well there’s a lot of us refugees. 
EL: Yeah. 
CR:  And here's another picture of, that we don't know the year of either but I think you'll know a lot of these folks… 
EL: Alright I'm sure I did at the time. Yup, Vern Knightly, Phil Stone, yup.  But I can't… like I said I've got all this stuff at home. 
CR:  Right.
EL: I’ve got a two—draw file.  So when Linda,…  Linda’s sold my Jeep already because I can never drive again and they needed the state thing and she said  ‘Oh my God what are we gonna do?’ I said go to my two-draw, file look under the automobile thing and she found what she needed.  And I've got folders under there for Grange and Legion and history.  I, like you like you, I cut things out of the paper all the time, saved all that stuff.  But I can't remember honest to God I've been along so many years that….
CR: I thought you said that your parents never belonged to the Grange.
EL: No.
CR: But did they come?  I thought I remembered…. 
EL: Let’s see if my father's in that picture I don't remember  (showing pictures of a Grange picnic)  
CR: Well, here's some pictures of a picnic…. 
EL: Oh, yeah.  I don't remember. 
CR: It's kind of small pictures but that's where the old ice cream freezer came from .
EL: Right.  
CR: …that we used again this summer. 
EL: Yeah. No, I don't I don't remember my folks ever ……
CR:  ….they were too busy back on the farm 
EL: Yeah, ‘cause my father used to grow stuff and go downtown …
CR: Uh huh. 
EL: And sell it once a week.
CR:  …and I remember you must have brought maybe I don't know,,,, when when did your mother pass away?
EL: When?
CR: Yuh.
EL:  Oh God, way back in the …..oh dear,  she was 69.  Oh my God it was a long time ago.
CR: We can do the math: When was she born?  
EL: Right, I got a red book that has all these dates in it.  I know she died at 69 and I told my husband I said I'm gonna have a physical every year and have my blood work. I don't want to die at 69 
CR:  Well, I guess, I guess you did good on that one. 
EL: You better believe it, oh dear.  OK, my mother died in ‘66 .  In that year my sister Gertrude died my brother died my mother died my cousin died… 
CR: Oh my.
EL:  Oh God that was in August, yeah. 
CR: …because I was sure and that sort of fits. I was sure that I remember that your mother was a pretty good cook.  
EL:  Oh yeah, yes she loved to cook and can. 
CR:  …and it seems to me that …did you bring things that she baked to the meeting 
EL: Oh, I'm sure they did. Oh… yeah, yeah.  And then when they did the fairs she used to love to can stuff, oh, my God, yeah.
CR:  I guess I guess you didn't get the canning bug? 
EL: No. 
CR: No. 
EL: No and I can't stand cottage cheese.   She used to oh, she put the milk on the stove to curdle it and it used to make me throw up. Oh my God, to this day I can't eat cottage cheese. 
CR: My mother made cottage cheese--it wasn't so good--when there was too much milk.  
EL: Yeah, really yeah. It was so unreal. Yeah, I kept track and I used to send cards to all these people but I gotta stop doing that as long as I'm not going home anymore.  Oh, its sad, I'll tell you. 
CR: Well, what funny stories do you remember about Grangers, like the Knightlys? You know, what did Vern and his wife do?
EL: Vern and Ruth?
CR: Yeah, what did they do in the Grange?  
EL: Oh, I am sure they was officers and they was very active.  I mean you know they used to ‘cause like I said, that was all faming stuff.  It was agriculture uh …which I really wasn't…. 
CR: No, but you were …….  
EL:  I was born and brought up on the farm and …
CR:  …but your brother got the bug.
EL: Yeah, yeah.  At 18 I moved to town you know, got my apartment my room at the house up the head of Main St. and then of course I… my first job was with Ben Franklin store and then I went to Norway Hardware ‘cause Jim Milliken owned that and then I went to Longley’s and worked until I got married and …
CR:  ….and that's those things you discussed with Angela, right?  
EL: Right yeah, ‘cause I gave them a picture me at Longley’s when they had the 50th anniversary and the old man was 80 years old.  And there was only three women there was two in the office and me.  The rest were all men and I said today Elon Brown would have been picked up for womanizing because he always used to hug us and I would go upstairs to get something to bring down the and he'd always follow me up there.
CR:  Well… 
EL: Yuh, he was a friendly person but today they wouldn't put up with that. 
CR: No, that's true. What do you, what do you remember about Elizabeth Knightly? (referring back to the photos)
EL: Elizabeth? I don't remember Elizabeth.
CR: You don’t remember her? They had the Knightly farm right at ….she came to Grange a lot.  
EL: Really? I don’t remember.   Vern and Ruth, I remember.    
CR: Oh let's see what about , um, Ruby Perry?
EL: Nope 
CR: remember Bucky and his wife Edith?
EL:  Buck….
CR: …old Bucky? 
EL: Bucky?   …. Vaguely.  
CR: Yeah.  What about …what did I do with the other one here (referring to the photo of officers)? uh Phil Stone? 
EL: No, I don't remember anything about him. 
CR: Well, what do you remember about my parents?
EL: Your parents? Oh, your parents.  I loved them,  they were so active I mean they were really great Grangers.  Yeah, I always thought so much of them.  Those pictures are on the wall where there's some of them they've got three members of ….. see Alden Emerson ‘cause the Emersons his folks were active Grangers .
CR: Yeah.
EL: … and I don't know.   Yeah, I'd have to go back to the hall. I haven't been upstairs for so long you know.
CR: That would yeah, that would be a good memory …
EL: But I know there's two or three members that belong that there was three families 3 generations of Grangers and we tried to get their pictures which they did and then we tried to get the Masters every year, that's why mine’s up there so we you know.  But that all ended quite a few years ago, I’m sure.  
CR: I don't know.  I think that well, I thought since the last time I was up there the pictures of Masters was still being… 
EL:   I don't know if Christine’s got a picture up there or not. 
CR: Maybe not ‘till she retires from the position. 
EL: It has been a long time since I went to a meeting.
CR:  Yeah well me too I have to say that.  What about Ned Cox--do you remember him. 
EL: The name but that's all.  
CR: Yeah, that’s all.  Yup. He was skinny as a rail; I never quite understood it but that was the way, you know.  A lot of those guys were skinny as a rail and the women were not ‘cause they cooked all day.
EL: They were cooks.
CR:  Well there were some great Grange cooks.
EL:  Oh you bet there was. 
CR: You worked in the kitchen for a lot of those suppers. 
EL: Oh yeah, oh yeah. 
CR: So you know steaming brown bread and the big kettles. 
EL: Oh yeah, that was really something. There's a lot, but it was fun you know. I enjoyed all that, yeah, but comes a time when you can't do it and just forget it.
CR:  Well, a lot of people had really good food at those Grange suppers.
EL:  Oh, yes… oh, yes. 
CR: And those little, those little plates that they put the salt pork on from the beans and big bowls of beans, beans of all kinds. 
EL: Yeah. 
CR:  Just amazing, but I was, I was when I was thinking about you I was thinking that, that II really did recall your mother's cooking so I'm sure that she donated cooking whether she belonged or not.  
EL:  Oh yes, I'm sure she did, yeah, yeah.  No, I mean Ruth and Charlie they were --now what was their names again?  
CR: Ruth and Charlie?  
EL:  Yeah, you know I remember all those people and it was so good. 
CR:  Yeah, I know that my folks worked a lot on the Grange exhibits for fairs. 
EL:  Yes they did, they did because they used to exhibit Waterford Fair as well as Oxford County fair. Yeah like I said, the last two times that the Grange exhibited, they exhibited—did they exhibit at Waterford instead of Oxford?--anyway we have the ribbons.  Christine put the ribbons up on the bulletin board so when we used to go to, they still have the Saturday morning breakfast at 8:30 and she put stuff on that bulletin board and those two things from the fair, ribbons, the recent ones are up there.
CR:  That's really great.
EL:  Which I never really got involved in. 
CR:  Yeah, well I guess it had something to do with your love of canning… 
EL:  Yeah, oh, yeah.  Well you know the farmers--it was farm stuff, yeah. I know she needed a American flag and I said I've got the small one and I’ll give it to you and you can have it for the exhibits, so… 
CR:  …so yeah, because isn't there like a long list of things you're supposed to have?
EL:   Oh, yeah yeah yeah, all kinds of you know you know I don't I haven't been to the fairs for years.
CR:  Me neither.
EL:    I didn't get that involved. 
CR: Well, I went several years ago to, on the senior day, because I really like to go through the exhibition halls.
EL:  Oh, yeah yeah, that was the one thing that was good yeah, and … 
CR: …and it's really, I mean people make such beautiful things. 
EL: and yes, yeah.  I never got into the arts and crafts honest to God.  Here they have them often.   I love to go play bingo.
CR :  Well this is good. 
EL: ….but they do a lot of arts and craft work, they really do, and I'm glad people enjoy it.  But I never did.  I like playing the piano.  ‘Course years and years ago before I had started having kids I used to crochet and knit a lot and I gave that all up and gave my stuff away and all my books.
CR: Well, you had other things to do.
EL:  Yeah.
CR:  And you were busy working. 
EL: Yeah yeah, well when I got home I was I guess….. The only reason I kept history on everything is where I was third honor student in school, when I graduated I was the historian. I had to read the history and I'll never forget it ‘cause I have to laugh. At those alumni meetings because we met for the last time last year.because they disbanded in ‘61 and I feel bad but the only ones that were there were the the kids that graduated the ‘50s. They had a table set with every class number.  And of course mine was ‘47 and what few of us is still alive below the 50s there wasn't that many of us, so we didn't have a table,  So they told us we could sit with whoever and I went and set with the class of ‘52 because I knew there was two people there that I knew and liked and it was really, really something. 
CR: So did, did your classmates from high school belong to the Grange:
EL:  I don't think there was anybody that did, no. 
CR: But you said you met a lot of nice people in the Grange.
EL: Oh, yeah. 
CR: So who were they?
EL:  The older folks because you know like your folks and Vern and Ruth Knightly and all those older people; that was how I got to know ‘em was through the Grange.  So, it's amazing how they have all passed on. 
CR:  So what were some of the fun things that you, all you folks did as Grangers? I mean you went to meetings and you had good food ….. 
EL: Right.  Of course  I always used to like those dances that …I can't think of what the name of that outfit is that used to come every year.  And this year they cancelled it because of the storm. It was a dance and I used to love to go to that every year 
CR: Oh, was it square dancing?
EL: No, it was all kinds of dancing. 
CR: Contra dancing? 
EL:  Probably. It was all kinds of… it was a really fun thing. 
CR: Was that Mellie Dunham?
EL: No, I don't remember that it was, no.
CR:  I think that's pretty recent 
EL:  …but I can't think what the name they call it there. 
CR:  I remember seeing it in the newspaper that there were dances. 
EL: Yeah, you know…. 
CR: Upstairs,  yeah so … 
EL: Yeah once a year in February and like I said, we used to go to the three-point meetings which was fun.  
CR: Yyeah, and they did they have a supper? 
EL:  Oh yeah, we always had a supper, and then the meeting, yeah.  And then always the Lecturer’s program which as you know we've had some very good Lecturers.  They put on some excellent programs. 
CR:  There were, I remember being in a play… 
EL:  Yeah.
CR: …’ Saturday Night Bath’. 
EL:  Could have been.
CR:  So there were actually really kind of short plays. 
EL: And of course OHMPAA, that's been putting on plays there now every year. 
CR: Right. 
EL: Twice a year and I haven't missed one of those. My friend Connie Shirtliff, she picks me up and I always buy a ticket for her and I, because I love to go to those.. 
CR:  But, who was it …the lecturer that organized all those little plays that were part of the Lecture’s program? …or did they get them maybe from State Grange?  
EL:  No idea. 
CR:  There must have been some sort of network of Lecturers that swapped ideas?
EL:  They…see Donna and Tim.  Was it Tim that was the one that got OHMPAA to come from Paris Hill?  ‘cause they used to have their plays up in Paris Hill. He's the one that talked them into coming to Grange and so we get a dollar and a quarter for each ticket they sell.  That’s one way we make money is twice a year having those plays from OMPA.  And I've got a list of all those plays I haven't missed the one that they've had. They were…most of them were good… 
CR: Yep, yeah. 
EL: I really like those plays and a lot of people that used to be in them have passed away you know.  
CR:  I know.
EL: It’s sad. 
CR:  But there's an awful lot of people at the grocery store that are much younger and I don't know any of them
EL: Yeah, I’m sure.
CR:  So there, there are people roundabout. 
EL:  Yeah, that's right. That's OK with me I said, because I know a few of these 70-year-olds but not too many of them. 
CR: That’s right.
EL:  Yeah.
CR:  So what, what about the Grange still makes you laugh?
EL: I haven't been for so long I don't know what I just ….
CR:  Well there must be some memory of something that was pretty funny that happened? 
EL:  Well, I liked it when we used ….it I really liked the programs that the Lectures did because they always planned it around all the holidays and anything special so they was … they always included music as well as,,,, 
CR:  So, you got a chance to play. 
EL:  Oh yeah yeah yeah, not that I enjoyed playing. 
CR:  Well why not? You’re good at it. 
EL:  That was fun.  I used to go do for the churches every Wednesday to the nursing home and a couple months ago I had to give that up because of where I've got that compression it hurts my shoulders and I said I just can't do it anymore,  and they feel bad that I had to give up.  But I used to go to the Vets on the first Wednesday and then the other Norway Nursing Home every Wednesday for the 10:00 mass, like a regular church service you know 
CR: And you played at the Grange. 
EL:  Oh, yeah.  Oh, yeah.  And then I used to play at the Legion Auxiliary, too, patriotic songs we always… 
CR:  So, did you tell Angela, did you talk with Angela about how you learned to play the piano?
EL: Probably, ‘cause I started taking lessons in the 5th grade and I’ve played ever since. 
CR:  Guess you learned well 
EL:  Yes, and it was funny because ….what was that lady's name?  I think her last name was Shaw that taught me, and she tried to get me to memorize music, and I can't do it.  She would cover my hands, and I was totally lost.  I can memorize poems and stuff like that but I never could memorize music.  As long as I had my music, I was fine. 
CR: Was that, was that the Mrs. Shaw that taught music for years and years? 
EL:  Yes, yeah.. yeah… yeah… 
CR:  …because I had her. 
EL: Yeah, yeah.  She's the one that taught me music beginning in the 5th grade .
CR: So, she taught… she was teaching… when were you in the 5th grade?  That was a while ago.
EL: You better believe it.  I graduated in ‘47 so it had to be in the ‘30s. 
CR: Yeah, ‘cause she drove around in like an old Model T even when, even when we knew her.    
EL:  Yeah, yeah….you know, you know it was really, you know… 
CR:  So when the Lecturer’s programs were going on,  as secretary or treasurer you could sort of sit back and enjoy it when you weren't playing the piano?
EL:   Oh yeah, because I was right there with the piano, yeah yeah.  Of course the executive committee, I couldn't sit over there like when the last of my going I was executive.   I had stayed near the piano instead of going over there and setting, well yeah, but yeah, but they still keep me on the executive which is fine. I don't mind whether decisions, whether I approve it I'll tell them, if I don't like.. so most of the things they wanna do was fine but they have three people that can make a decision 
CR:  Now did Norway, did any other Granges merge with Norway over the years?
EL: Yes, it was Oxford. Oxford did. 
CR: Uh-huh. 
EL:  Yeah.  For a matter of fact we sold the hall,  and I’ve got all the history of …what did we get?  Did we get, how many thousands of dollars? I've got it all in my files at home  and that's how we was able to do a lot to our hall because we had all that money.  And the last I knew we still had $16,000 left.  I think we sold that hall for like $99,000.  It was a lot of money and we spent a lot of it upgrading the hall every time we needed something done and like I said the last of my having the records I'm sure we still had like $16,000 still in that bank fund at Kennebec Savings because we could only keep $1,000 and we had to turn the rest to the State but they put it in Kennebec Savings in our name because they wouldn't let the Grange just control it.  You couldn't, you know, you had to spend it wisely, umm, which is what we did, which was good.  And we got the people from there you know, and today I can't believe it there’s this one lady  who belongs to Norway and she belongs to Waterford, too.  And  to me that was the craziest thing they did was to, you know, that you could belong to two Granges because you got to pay dues and one of them and you know.  But that's what they voted I guess not too many people did it ….but this one lady lives in Norway she decided to join up, you know be a Norway Granger as well as Waterford.  
CR: Even if she hadn't joined couldn't you still go to another…
EL:   Oh, you could be a visitor at any Grange, but she wanted to belong and I thought, boy I couldn't afford that at $24.00 a person every year 
CR:  If she didn't attend very often in Waterford, she probably saved that on gas.
EL:   Yeah. 
CR:  But she could have anyway ..
EL: Yeah, but she could have transferred, you know.  You take a demit, you know. 
CR:  Yeah. 
EL:  What do they call them?  They're not a regular, they are an alternate or something I can't remember what they call them... if you belong to one Grange and you join another.  But if you take a demit you become an official member of the Grange that you are joining, yuh, which is what I did from Frederick Robie.  
CR: Yeah, and dad, my dad did that from Waterford….
EL:  Yeah, yeah. 
CR:  ….when he, when he married.
EL:  Right.
CR:  I know that when I joined, we were threatened with riding the goat.
EL:  Oh, really? 
CR: Now where did that ever come from? Do you remember that?
EL:   No. 
CR: Yeah, and that, that was the, that was taking the degrees was riding the goat. 
EL: Really?
CR:  I’ll have to, have to figure out where that came from, because I remember being told ‘well you're gonna have to ride the goat if you join’. 
EL:  No kidding?  That was before my time. 
CR: No, no, no.  This is when I joined. I'll have to ask, I'll have to ask Linda if she remembers that. 
EL:  I, I have no record of that. Jeez. Oh, dear…
CR: Well, what do you think the future is of the good old Grange?
EL:  Well, I feel bad that they can't get more, but then Christine has been lucky to get some new members because you can't get the younger people.  We never had a junior Grange and you just…it's sad that you can't get the young ….but we never was able to get a Junior Grange. 
CR:  Did you apply for one?  What, what do you have to do to get one?
EL:  Well, you have you have enough people and… 
CR:  Ah. 
EL: … and everything but they never … nobody ever wanted to organize. Which is one more thing you didn't need to do. 
CR:  Well even then everybody was busy.
EL:  Yeah, oh, yeah.   They sure was.  Yeah, the farmers especially and that's what the Grange was made-up of. 
CR:  Yeah. 
EL: Yeah. But I'm glad they're still doing the Saturday morning breakfast. That was a good thing when they started that.  ‘Cause at least that's keeping the name. 
CR:  Well,  yeah, and the building’s being used.
EL:  Yep. And the Grange is sponsoring the meal although they have other people working some Saturdays, like Moss Brook does it on one Saturday and ‘course the Grange does two, well the Grange does at least two  and I don’t know who the other two are, but...  I used to go to that every Saturday morning, but I don't even do that anymore because I just can't.  Now I'm in a home, I had to give up all that stuff.  Oh, dear. I'll be glad to go back to Norway Nursing Home..…’cause they was so nice and friendly down there and this has been …so many people have been here so long.  They've been here for years, for four or five years and they think they own the place. They push ya and say ‘you can’t sit there. It’s my chair.’ 
CR:  Well at least you're still laughing.  That's good. 
EL:  Oh, yeah, that’s… that's why I've been known for my smile.
CR: Exactly. 
EL: When I used to go to breakfast ….  I used to go to Market Square restaurant on Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday;  Monday, Wednesday, Friday I’d go to Daddy O’s.
CR:  Yup.
EL:  And Saturday mornings I always went to Grange breakfast.  And so many people remember me and they come up to me at breakfast.  And the one lady said ‘you’re Ethel Lacourse, yeah, I remember you when you worked in the hospital after you retired’.  Because I was in the coffee shop for quite a while.
CR: A long time, yuh.
EL:  And then the guy at one of the other restaurants come up to me one day and he says ‘you’re Ethel,  yeah’.  He said ’I delivered the Lewiston Sun to you for years’.
CR:  …but you weren't awake when he delivered it so you don't remember him?
EL: I said,  ‘Oh my God’, so I’d ask them what their name was and I'd go home and get the yearbooks out because I used to buy one every year where I worked at the high school for 15 years and my picture was always in there ‘cause all the offices were in there and the Superintendent and the assistant.  So, I had those yearbooks, right.  I had about 16 of ‘em, up until every year I worked at the high school plus the year I graduated. I had the yearbooks, and I said what am I …. because I'm trying to give stuff away, so I gave those to Sue, 
CR:  Yup.
EL:  She was so happy to get those. Well honest to God, I’ll tell you, so I went back to that year I was gonna tell you about.  Who was it, somebody, wanted to know when the Opera House was closed.   I says I've got scrapbook with the article in it I saved it was in the paper 
CR: Yeah, 
EL:  It was closed down in 1946 in the fall because that was the year we did the Senior Drama in December and the big article in the paper had a picture of the 13 of us Fooling Friday the 13th. 13 members of Norway High School senior class have gotta go to South Paris Association Hall to put on the play because the Opera House has been condemned.  So, OK, so we went to the opera… to the Paris and then when we graduated, we had to graduate in the gym in the Armory.  And they built this big platform up down back and us officers, I was historian, I had to be up on the platform with the valedictorian and the salutatorian and the priest and anyway…and I got up and walked to the podium to give my history and my heel went through the crack in the floor and I started laughing because everybody remembers me from my laugh.
CR: They do. 
[bookmark: _Int_jnh3g2QK]EL:  And in the yearbook they got me down with smiles and giggles and Oh my God.
CR:  Hey, laughing is pretty good for us, I think.
EL:   Oh, many people remember me because of my laugh evidently, but that's OK 
CR:  It is. 
EL: I can still laugh.
CR: I think your brother laughed a lot. 
EL:  Oh yeah, I did, I did a lot of smiling and the pictures are all … yeah, yeah, oh dear.  And then I did. 
CR: That’s good.  
EL:   I got so damn many scrapbooks. I got the year I graduated 91-- the year I retired, I mean from school-- because I worked for school for 29 years and when I retired (someone passing by said:  Hope you have a good day.)  so anyway, I got this big scrapbook because Roland and I used to go to the plays at Brunswick every Sunday afternoon when they had plays and he brought me back instead of going home he goes up to town I said to myself ‘what are you doing?’  He took me through Norway and Paris and here's all these signs that says ‘congratulations Ethel on you're 29 years with SAD 17’ so I got pictures in that scrapbook of all these signs we took and then when we got done riding through to see the signs, he ended up in the the Hydrant which was Goldstreet then. 
CR: Yeah. 
EL: ....because I had to go look in that book to remember what it was called, I couldn't remember.  And there was about 100 people there to celebrate me.  All these cards and money I got and everything it was unreal. So, I've got this big scrapbook with all that stuff.   I'm tempted to give that to the Historical Society.   I don't think—but my granddaughter's coming in October 
CR:  Yep. 
EL:  --from South Carolina and until she, she takes what she wants I'm not giving anything else away.
CR:   No. 
EL:  But then I'll give because I got so much.  I took photos, I used to love to take photos of people and every place I went, everything we did and I got a photo album every year from 1950 to the early 90s; when they went technical, I gave up on them.   And then when I get all 8mm movies, my granddaughter took them and had them made into DVDs for me which was a blessing.  And the Sunday she brought them back I spent about four hours watching. 
CR:  Good. 
EL: But, oh I’ve got so much history stuff, its…
CR: So, when did you start working for the school?
EL:  19..., ugh,  let’s see.  Well I graduated in ’47.  Was it 1960? Was it ‘62?  I went to the district; I went to the high school. I was in the high school for 15 years and then I went to the district to do the.... receive all the money and pay all the bills for 14 years.   That's so I had 29 years in.  So graduating in ‘47 and I went …what year did I…
CR:  Well, when did you retire? We can do subtraction.
EL:  I retired in 1991. 
CR:  And you worked for 29 years. 
EL: Yeah. 
CR: So that would have been ‘62, ‘62 or ‘63 depending on... 
EL:  Yep. 
CR: ...and so you worked at the district, where?
EL:   The SAD 17 office was in South Paris over the bank. 
CR:  Oh, yes. 
EL:  South Paris Savings, was it? I don't remember the name of the bank. 
CR:  Who was in charge of the district then?
EL:  I worked under five principles and five superintendents and Ken Smith I think was when I retired because he's the one when we went-- he had one of the Assistant Superintendents and I went to the Lovell to see Charlie Martin, the guy that did the computers. 
CR:  Oh.
EL: ...to see if we….  That's the only time I flew in a single engine plane. We went over to see if we'd like the computer.  We both decided it would be a good thing so we came back, and they did buy a computer. And Ken was so pleased and the first bills that I paid, the first month, I came within five cents.  I spent... I could spend over $0.05 of that money with the computer because it was so quick and easy
CR:  Yeah.  
EL: Although back then to pay the the teachers-- 300 of them-- I had to put in a check for each teacher and card behind it.  It would take me like 3 days to do the whole payroll every week.   But once we went on the computer it was so easy.
CR: It can be amazing.
[bookmark: _Int_ijyCLzsk]EL:   Yeah, and Ken was so pleased, and he had a picture of me at the computer and a big article.   I've still got it that I cut out the paper and saved.  and then at the hospital when I went to work in the coffee shop again they took my picture at the cash register and a write-up.  I’ve got pictures that was taken, I mean oh I tell ya 
CR:  So, you worked at the district office for 15
EL: 14
CR: 14
EL: 14 years, 15 at the high school 
CR: Yup.
EL:  ....as secretary and then at the district was as the bookkeeper for 14 years.  Yup, 29 years. 
CR:  So, who were some of the really special people you worked with in school 
EL:  Oh God, course at the high school I had Keith Cunningham. I'll never forget him.  he was the one principal when he died his sisters, his nieces, they never knew who I was but evidently Keith was always telling them I was smart I was, and all this crap and I was so shocked…. One day this thing in the mail I get this thing that he had left me $2500. so only time anybody's died and left me money, and I could not believe it, honest to God. There was, let’s see Bob Littlefield. 
CR:  Oh, yeah. 
EL:  Paul Squarcia. Keith Cunningham-- who the heck with the other two?  And then Superintendents.  Again, I got all that history home.  
CR: Oh, yeah. 
EL: ...but it was, but I know when I, when one year I left the high school and went to C.N. Brown to work and I didn't like.  But I was gonna stay there but Ken come and asked me and says they're not happy with the lady they hired and they want you to come back and I said OK I'll come back. Cause Dave Dexter at the time was a teacher; he gave me four roses when I left and when I come back to the high school to work, he gave me four more.  And so, Paul he was, he didn't like me.  He was, he was the one principal, but he didn't like it because I was too friendly with people
CR: Paul Squarcia?  Yuh, he….yeah…
EL:    I had extra shoes in the closet for me and I had extra pens and stuff that I would buy personally. If the teacher needed something I'd give it to her.  He didn't like that one bit. I've still got the nasty letter he wrote to me.  Then he retired that June.  OK sorry but that was what it was all about.  ‘Course Duffa Pendleton, he was an assistant
CR:   And you kept in touch with him for a long time.
EL: …’cause he and I was born on the same day. I was a year older than he was.  For years we used to celebrate our birthdays together, but he passed away, but she's still alive.  Matter of fact her son saw me one day at Daddy O's and I was so surprised I hadn't seen him for a long time, so he come over and I realized right away.
CR:  ...and what was his name?
EL: ... was Irving Pendleton, uh-huh.  And we called him Duffa, his nickname.
CR:   Yeah, I remember that. 
EL:  Yeah, his wife was Barbara.  Yeah, yeah, no I had all that stuff… I just… it's amazing the older I get, I try to think back it's like... 
CR:  So what were some of the good times working at the school?
[bookmark: _Int_C5PIsWi9]EL:  Oh I just loved it.   I mean I just you know, you know..  I just love people and I loved the teachers and and I didn't miss any of the…. when we had those plays and stuff, I always went.  Matter of fact this last year was the first year I didn't go to the plays that the school put on at the auditorium because I used to ...
CR:  The musical this year was really good--42nd Street 
EL: Oh, I bet it was.  But I,  I just can't go to that stuff anymore.  It’s too….You know,  I just loved.... 
CR:  You liked all the people.
EL:  Yeah, see Barbara Hall worked there and Don Gouin when I was.  See yeah, yeah see all of those worked with me have died. 
CR: What do you remember about Don Gouin?
EL: Well, he was, he was he athletic director?   I think I'm sure he was. 
CR: Yeah. 
EL: But we used to get together for our birthdays and you know go to special places and ...
CR:  ,,,the fun things of a job. 
EL:  Oh, yeah… yeah, yeah, yeah.  No, I always love people, and I really enjoyed doing things.  Well, yeah, the high school has changed. 
CR: Now they're having a hard time getting the budget passed.  
EL:   Yeah, yeah, yeah things are not cheap anymore. 
CR:  No.  They certainly aren't and what are you going to do?
EL:  Yeah, yeah you know all these places are having a hard time to get people because they want, you know, they need to increase the wages, but they really can't.  People need to have an increase in their salaries but when you can't get the money to do it… 
CR:  I don't know, you know. I'm glad, I'm glad other people are making those decisions.
EL:  Yeah, right.  That’s for sure. Yeah.
CR: But you did have a lot of fun at the school. 
EL:  Oh I did.  Oh, I loved it.  Yeah, I really enjoyed my job.
CR: And you had a lot of fun at the hospital.
EL:   Oh yeah, oh yeah, yeah. See that's when I retired, and, I went to work in the hospital for you know for free.  … was a volunteer in the morning in the coffee shop.  Yeah, and the year they made it that they had they have a license in order to do the thing and that's when they quit.  ‘Cause they… but people can go now and still go downstairs I guess for lunch if you …
CR:  I think. 
EL: Yeah, that's what somebody told me.  Yeah, because after that they let people go down to the kitchen down to the cafeteria downstairs. 
CR: So, what were some of the things that people ordered at the coffee shop?
EL:  What they ordered?  
CR:  Yeah,
EL:  Oh, it was regular breakfast food.  
CR:  Yep. 
EL:  It was always breakfast food and a…yeah.  …‘course I didn't do so much putting the stuff together as I did taking care of the money. 
CR:  There you were, Ethel, with the money as usual. 
[bookmark: _Int_MMhpnqNG]EL:  Yeah and seeing people you know.   That's right.  …‘course I laugh because in school I loved math.   I was you know like I said I was third honor student. ‘cause I had and I in my scrapbook… I had all those honor cards because every year until I was a junior I got an honor roll card ‘cause I always made....  but the year I was a junior, I hated world history.  Kept me off of the thing  every … I didn't get an honor roll at all that year.   I hated world history.   Who was the guy that was the teacher?   I can't remember.  He gave me an hours detention ‘cause I laughed in the study hall one day,  because a senior guy come along and tried to sit in my lap.  So I was sitting sideways, I guess my legs out, and I started laughing.  He said ‘Ethel Lacourse, you come down here and sit in front of me. From now on, you're gonna sit right here. OK?’.... just because I laughed in study hall.    That was so funny. 
CR:  I guess you weren't studying. 
EL:  Yeah, oh, I tell you, I got some fun things to remember. 
CR: Exactly. 
EL:  That was one of them and I can't remember who that teacher was.  It was so funny, and I've got all that history….
CR:  Well we've been chatting for about an hour so …
EL: Really?
CR:   Yeah, I know, what can I say?   I hope the first part is recorded and saved, and if not it's awful, but ah I'm gonna try to do better this time and do stop.
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